that had been of importance during the mechanic's lifetime. Numerous friends and relatives gathered to pay their last respects, but it was perhaps a closer, final, proximity to Briggs that tells us something of the loyalties that dominated his life in Hamilton. For carrying him to his grave were two members of the Ancient Order of Foresters, two members of the Sons of England, and two of his former workmates at the Grand Trunk yards.1
The response to the death of Thomas Canary in 1885 typifies the skilled workers' reaction to the loss of a fellow craftsman. As an active member of Hamilton's Cigar Makers' International Union, a delegate to the 1885 Cincinnati convention, and prominent in the Emerald Beneficial Association, Canary's funeral was attended by scores of the city's workers. Eulogised by his union as an 'earnest, intelligent, and foremost worker in our struggles' , Canary was the recipient of a solemn tribute: after his burial the Cigar Makers would drape their charter in mourning for a period of 30 days, a mark of respect for a man of substance and worth.2
These men were not atypical, and in Hamilton, as well as in other Canadian communities, the funeral procession was one of many persistent continuities in the culture of the skilled workingman.3 It was a moment of appreciation of the accomplishments of ordinary men, as well as a chance to celebrate the ties that had meant so much over the course of a lifetime. Funerals, in fact, were often regarded as the touchstone of solidarity. 'Men who fail to show respect to the dead' , argued the Palladium of Labor in 1884, 'seldom or ever respect anything outside of their own precious selves' .4 Fire companies,5 baseball teams,6 fraternal lodges and friendly societies,7 and reform clubs8 all
